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--had had a very great ſhare, ,and choughr it neceflary by deſpifiny 


. of them, to ſecure che intereſt of his Soul, while there was any 
."rime lefr. | "A 2 OTY I ARE Eat; col 
Bleſſed are they that forſake the World for Heaven, but more Hefed are they that = Z 
Heawla, before they go out of the World. re 3h | | > 
| There is no wore difference between. Heaven and the K ingdone of God, than tens f{ a 
Sore Hell and the K ingdom of Darkneſs, DEE LES oY he et I ÞF ; 
Heaven conſiſts , inVertue, Truth and Light. Hell confifts 1 in Vice, Lies,and Darkneſs 


- Our Saviour leads us the way to: Heaven, andithe Devil direfts people tro Hell, © - Fox 
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TO H1s 
ROYALHIGHNESS | 
Prince GEORGE- ©? 


DENMARK 


H E nearer you are to Crewn and Scepter , the more 


regard you ought to bave to Him, whoſe Vicegerents, 
Kings and Princes are. By your indifferency about Worldly 
Afﬀairs , Providence bath diſpoſed you , to deſpiſe the World, 
and to give your Heart to God, who bath unimaginable bap- 
pineſs and contentment ready for thoſe, that with ' an intire 
Reſignation comply with bis Will, If* the following Med:- 
tations bave ſuch an effe# upon your Mind, as to ſtrengthen 
your Love to »be Ruler of all Hearts, He will never let you 
want thoſe Aﬀe®tions of the People , which mark and ſupport 
2 Princes greatneſs , and I ſhall certainly' ſee my Wiſbes © 
and Hopes of the growth and continuance of your Proſperity 
fulfilled. When you ſee theſe preſent Broils of Europe make -- 
way for great changes in Church and $ tate , remember this De-. 
dication, and believe that God will reſene "thoſe that fear, love 
and irnft bim ; and. that. you are One of #be few great Ones, 
not to be Rb of by the general Galamity, which the unuſual 
' Earth:Quakes and other Signs of... Gods Anger do: forebode. 
+ Then 1 208" 108 t ſcruple to make my ſelf known to. you. 3 
| h = READER) =» 


moſt. For we would ſoon have a berter Church ard Stare, if Peo-! 
' ple were thoroughly perſwaded, thar real Proſperity. upon- Earth 
_ depcnded uppmpur Caxe for heavy; This fngle Netion vell-fixed 


Aft of mjnds, woy ; cnch] grany adchre by Fllticns 


4 1ghe cj gener; | 
to diſturb the Peace and quict © che ation; or to hinder its welfare 


by. cheating the. Publick, both of | irs Treaſure and of f thoſe Se 
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" How far the following 'Meditations may cend Hig! way ," "the 

fx Chlian Reader will judge; 'who will 'I hope allow df my Meakigy 
for the Stile7, when Leell Nirm it is fiot my Native Laiiſha ON 

theſe Meditations will not frave che misfortune! toifalkins the 3}; 


4 : I | either Beaſts Or 'Foobſh:Wiſemen, . Ie 15 My” comkk rt hae I ha have It= 
8 mneflcs of wy *Behaviour in the predteahe | ty, lica? Kid the fare. 
' &F the Moneyleſs;:ro'be.diſawnpd-dlniolt by) every body ; and lore 
thought they diſchatged che dizy\of Friendſhip? dnclekring.he Fla 
 @r3.of che Congregation, . that cmy(health and underſtanding;mighe 
© © be.rcſtored co:me. Reople that. donor. know of this, will -hardly 
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- oyp mea fie Preacher of the obligation of an intire Relignacion to 
| Gods | will, if they | 


Trould ſee 1 me by a ' wonderfull Providence! rai- 
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of any char eicher think God, a. Hflayce. co the. courſe abd-1.6 a. Ps 
Nature, OT that fangy 5 (their WiQome aboye Gods, Endgwmenth. : , 
| For ſuch People will conclude mc as 5 Satan 4 Euthaſ aft as, ;they. are” | 
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_  fed'to make foie Bute] in'rhe World; Bur as God alone ktiows : | 
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ge He World is an 'imperious Miſtreſs,” who niakes thoſe moſt unealie ther 
| fondeſt of /her. Which hath induced ſeveral to prefer Retirement 
Greatneſs and: Splendor in the World, after they have found the enact 
of ll thoſe things, which -men commonly make their Idols; Providence having con- 
trived it ſo wiſely, that: whoſoever hath a wrong aim in point of happinels, i 1s fooner 
or latter made. ſenſible. of his having miſſed the mark : All.the miſchief cometh from 
miſplacing our afte&ions, and from'not beſtowing a true value upon the things we are 
in purſuit after. . If we remembred the , Seek:firft' the Kingdom of Heaven, we would 
ſoon find fullfilled the; 47 things ſhall be added unto yod. Since a hearty. concern for 


oy a future Life, would make us look with ſo. much'contempr upon the trifles of this World; 


a4 
Mee 


that we would hardly ever diſquiet our fetves with the defire of any thing, that is not 
added to us already, -But ſuch a Refignation to Providence requireth perhaps more Re. 
Jigion than is commonly met with in men: However we all pretend to reaſon, and 
thoſe that are not totally deprived of the right uſe of reafon, will own that they have 
an immortal Soul, and'that confequently the ſecuring Eternity to the Soul, is not'on- 
ly the moſt important buſineſs, but that without the hopes of it, our mind will not be 


< free from grudgings very injurious to its quiet and contentment, which influences the 


health of our Body very much. So that reaſon ſhould tell every man, he muſt look 
after Heaven, if he will enjoy happineſs upon Earth, which cannot fubſiſt, without 
| health in the Body and tranquility in - the Mind, Gods goodriefs as well as wiſdom 
having ordered it ſo, that the intereſt of Body, Mind, and'Soul is ſo clofely united to- 
gether, that a concern for the Soul brings us to the obſerving of our Saviours Rules; and 
pradifing of thoſe vertues, whereby the vigour of 'our Body and the contentment of 
our Minds is promoted ; and on the other hand, managing the Body according to the 
Precepts of Temperance and Sobriety,ſtrengthens our Underſtanding, and inables it to 
deſcry in Nature and Providence,thoſe glorious Beams of Wiſdome and Goodneſs, which 
cannot choſe but inflame our deſires of obtaining the favour of that infinite perfect 
Being. Which defire,if it be fincere and earneſt, is half way towards our Sonals home. This 
conſideration alone ſhould be enough to keep any rational man from beſtowing any 
more value upon the Goods and Pleaſures of this World, than is conſiſtent with a due 
care of the next. Which if they did, they would not'be weary of Earth before they 

' are fitted for Heaven, and even Earthly pleaſures of Body as well as of mind, would be- 
more real, more laſting, and more eahily attained, They would not beara loſs where 
to find retirement and quiet. For-in my opinion it is not changing of City or Court 
for the Country, wherein a quiet Retirement conſifts,beeauſe in the greateſt Solitade;and 
moſt concealed Receſs our mind may be hurried about with reftlefs paſſions and deſires3 
on the other hand, neither the noiſe of the City nor the hurry of the Court, can dif- 
contied a temper well ſettled by not depending upon uncertainties, bur tntirely rely- 
ing on Gods Providence, which deſigns nothing but good for us. Though it cannotbe 
denyed, that every body is not ſtrong enough to reſiſt the Na ry of City and 
Court, which wheedle us into woung courſes. 


MEDITATION Il. 
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7: Ince then Retirement, which is to ſet our-mind at eaſe doth'not conſiſt ia the 
BA gd bare changing of the place of our abode 5 it ſeems to me, that the ſecret 6f en- 
ES joying' quiet and tranquillity of mind, / confiſts only in withdrawing our-heart 

_ from any thing'we are in poſſeſſion 'of-in; this World: This is the way to hold Riches, 
and Honour,” nay even that-more-valuable pleaſure. of friendſhip, without:the uneaſi- 

_nefs oing to loſe them, [or grieving for them,” when they give us the ſlip. It is a 
common obſervation, that: Sin and Folly differ but very. little, and: that the Wiſdome 
of Providence hath put a ſtraight: connexion between Sin and -Puniſhmeat, -|. So that 
. whoſoever forgets his duty -to;his Greator to' ſuch. a degree, as to lay him by for the 
- Creature, andto beſtow upon the Creature thoſe affetions, which were dueonly. to the 
Creator; that perſon muſt needs expoſe himſelf to a great many inconveniencies,which 
by Gods unchangeable Law attend the committing of Sin and-Folly. We daily ſee that 
Wiſe-men make themſelves ridiculous about thoſe Worldly objeAs, which they moſt 
dote upon, and never makea worſe uſe of their underſtanding,than; when they are bu- 
| fied aboutthe things they loye beſt. Lovegas well as other paſtions, leading common- 
ty their Miſtreſs the Reaſon, by the noſe; and the Proverb, Lowe 7s Blind, is ofa lar- 
ger extent, than to be underſtood only of admiring a Woman. For we ſee Parents,fond 
of their Children, not only over-value their parts,but by too much indulgence to the 
humour of their Children, to expoſe themſelves ro the juſt cenſures of diſcreet impartial 
- perſons, We meet with bookiſh men puffed up with ſome Philological remarks,that are 
'hifled at by men-of ſence, and- of uſe to either Church or State.'; Children and Books 
- are queſtionleſs as harmleſs objeQs of our fancy as any, and yet when our heart is ſet 
- upon themythey eaſily betray our folly, and bring no leſs an inconvenience upon us, - 
| thantheleſſening of our reputation by having our judgement called in queſtion. ' Ar. 
rational loving of ſenſual pleaſures, Money and Fameis more criminal, ſo it is atteng- 
ed with puniſhment more real, than the bare loſs of the good opinion of men of ſence, 
' I do not ſpeak only of men that purtue theſe things by the commiſſion of the moſt 
_ provoking fins, but even ofthoſe that hunt after them in ſome ſeeming honeſt. courſe, 
A man may endeavour to grow rich, without Robbing and Cheating, another may 
offer at Greatneſs without Slandering or Supplanting, and yet both thefe men will 6nd 
themſelves miſtaken' at the long run, if they make this their chief buſineſs, and ir is 
- a. Mercy of God, when he ſhews them their error, and direQs them tp look after that 
which muſt render the injoyment of plenty and greatneſs ſecure and comfortable. This 
_ cannot be obtained unleſs a body be ſure of Gods favor and ſupport, but it is nqt pro. 
bable that God Almighty will aſſare a man of ſo great a blefling,' unleſs he thinks it 
worth the longing for it, which he is not hke to de, as long as bis mind chiefly runs 
, upon worldly things. Wherefore 1 eonclude that withdrawing our heart ſrom worldly 
things, is the true retirement, which - leads us tocalmneſs of mind, and keeps us from 
being. diſturbed, .in the City and Court as well as in the Country, Nay it wilt beget 
thar love and truſt in God, which makes Profperity the more comfortable and adverſi- 
'ty the leſs uncaſie, and when our croſſes ſeem to overhgllance too much our comforts, 
this ſort of, Retirement will make us amends for all, by a promiſing proſpect of our 


fi future i 
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T. is, I muſt confe(s, not fo very eaſie, to withdraw our heart from the world'; for 
. it ishard to-blot out the impreſſions made upon our minds in ouf younger 


One that alwayes heard people admired for a great Eſtate, for a ſplendid Houſe: "A 


keeping and- magnificent Furniture and Retinue, will be backward to believe: that all 
thoſe things ſignifie nothing, and are not worth our ſeeking them. We hear Great'Men 
ſo often reckoned among the fortunate, and very, often ſee ſo many real advantages 
of power, that we cannot help almoſt our being betrayed. into. Ambition. - Nay 
when bountiful Nature bath beſtowed A good an underſtanding upon us, as to be 
| convinced, that Wealth and Greatneſs are very. empty things without Contentedneſs, 


es is one object left, from which it is hardoſt of all to withdtaw our heart , that 


33, We our ſelves; The wiſe Author of Nature. bath implanted in us a love of our being, 
that we might ſeek to preſerve, and to improve it : And there is. no queſtion to be 
made; but that it would ſtand us in very great ſtead, if we loved our ſelves with a 
due regard to our glorious Maker, for it is more than robedle rhat our Being may: be 
improved by him, that contrived it ſo artificially. But when welay him a ſide, and 
| perhaps do every thing to affront him into the. bargain, it is|\no wonder | he. ſhould 
revenge fo baſe an ingratitude,by ſuffering our Self love to lead us asa blind Guide. Thi, 
perverſe' Self love begets that ancharitableneſs and envy, from whence ſprings all the 
ſtrife and faQtion , which diſturbs ſo very much both publick and- private. It intoxicates 
us with' that conceit of 'our own judgment, that we will hardly allow any body to be 
inthe right but our ſelves, making commonly very peeviſh requitals to thoſe that offer 
to ſhew us our miſtakes. In one word Self-love is the root of Pride, which is fo criminal 


a qualification, that it turned Lucifer out of Heaven, The: inlightened Author of 


The Whole Duty Man, makes very good Remarks upon this ſubject. Nor can it be denyed 
taat the greater the thing is which we are proud of, the greater is our Sin and 


conſequently the Fall that attends Pride commonly., The miſchief of our being pleaſed ' 


with our own perſon 1 is not ſo great, as to think our judgment infallible ; and being 
puffed up with #. vain conceit of Saintſhip, is. worſe ſtill , and very often occafions 
thoſe falſe lights, whereby many a poor ſoul is lead into precipices. , The reaſon ſeems 
to be, that Pride hath ingratitude cowards God Almighty at the bottom, for the 
proud man doth not refle& upon his holding every thing of God Almighty , and the 


greater his gifts are, the greater is is ingratitude,, when he aſcribes. them to himſelf, | 


Since then Self-love is fo darigerous, and yet ſo natural to us, we ought to take the 
more'particular care to break ourſelves of that fondneſs of our ſelves, which is the laſt 
and hardeſt difficulty to be overcome by one, who. would fain injoy that Retirement, 


wherein we are paſt being diſpleaſed with any thing-but what © diſpleaks God Ak 
mighty: 


MEDITATION Iv: 
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MEDITATION IV. 


& |-- love of God, whereby we endear our ſelves to him , and: receive thoſe returns 
| om him , which bring us to ſo much experience of his mercy, that we nevEt 

deſpond even under the worſt circumſtances , but bear the worſt lot of his. Providence 
without reluQancy. It would be ſtrange if God Almighty , who hath given ſo inau- 
merable proofs of his goodneſs towards us, ſhould look with indifferency upon thoſe 
that endeavour to anſwer his deſign in creating of Man, and endowing him with un- 
derftanding. It we think we have reaſon to leſſen our kindneſs for a perſon, which 
doth love another beſides us. How can we imagine, that Infinite Being ſhould take it 
well at our hands, when we kindly entertain ſo deſpicable Rivals beſides him. Many 
pious perſons hold, that God created Man only for a witneſs to his wonders. to.ad- 
mire and injoy the beauty of the whole Creation ; and after Man had by his ingratitude, 
forfeited fo great a bliſs , 'and by his diſobedience brought the ſad puniſhment upon 
him, which hath made his Poſterity ſmart ever ſince ; Yet God was pleaſed to. give 
ſtill a greater proof of his Love in pittying Mans deplorable condition, and providing a 
mean forits relief; What is tot ſuch an Infinite Goodneſs like to do for one, who 
is ſenſible of ſo unſpeakable a Mercy ,' and with a due acknowledgement of bis un- 
worthineſs makes it his utmoſt care to pleaſe his Creator. If we make never fo few 
Chriſtian Reflexions upon the courfe he takes with us, we will ſoon find that he courts 
us for our heart, by all the methods imaginable, and when they. do not prevail, he im- 
bitters the enjoyment of thoſe very things which inticed our heart away from him. - He 
doth not deſerve ſo great a favour as affliction , that doth not look upon it , as a de- 
fign of God Almighty to wean us from thoſe things which rendered us treacherous to 
him. Our mind muſt have ſome thing to delight chiefly in , and which way. ſoever ic 
inclines , there it ſticks cloſer and cloſer. If it bend towards the world, it will intavgle 
.it ſelf faſter and faſter in it, and remove further and further from God. But if our 
mind fix once upon God , it will deſpiſe the world more and more, and grow in 
delighting 1 in God Almighty and Heaven. The more our love tends this way, the more 
our expeCtations will be anſwered. Till by degrees it bring us to ſo ſtraight a union 
with God , that no Temptation will tear us from him. When God once finds. us true 
to him,he gives us thoſe aſſurances of his being true to us, that nothing is able to ſhake 
Us, or to grieve us 3 till at length we arrive at ſuch an intimacy with him, as to have 
no other will but his, and to bear with an intire reſignation bis diſpoſals. Then we 
| to ſee wonders of Wiſedome, Goodneſs, Mercy and Juſtice, even in thoſe Events, 
which the world thinks chance , and we will find that the more we ſeck Heaven the 
more we find happineſs upon Earth, whereas ſeeking the Trifles of the Earth makes us 
loſe Heaven and doth nothing but inbroil us here upon earth. So that in my opinion 
it is Prudence as well as Religion, to give our Heart to God and not to the World, than 
I am fure the Vanity of the World will-never make us uneaſie, nor puzzle us where 
to find that tranquillity and cherfullneſs of 'mind, which ſweetens this _ and gives 
us a foretaſte of that which. is to come. 


Pp < UCH a diſengagement of our hearts from all worldly affeQions fits us for that 
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3or. fear any SN ſhould think theſe a aſigrificant whims of myth 8 
) brains. / I adviſe: to- examint,i whether they are not agrecable to what wal SY 
| before by one, ' whoſe Wiſdom'and Truth:no: Chriſtian can have an .excyptionto, 
There is farce another ſence tobe Piven to:thoſe\ words of our. Saviours; whereby: he 
declared, That the 1 ove of bis Heavenly Faiher was -not in-us','/\as long as: we” hued the, 
World. But it people: will not mind: his Pofrine; how can:;they wonder at theif not 
finding: the Truth and: Benefit-of it: Withdrawing our heart from the-World, and 
giving it 'to-God,is that forſaking of every thing, which hath» the promiſe of an hundred 
fold recompence. Whereof no body is like 'to gains fortunate experience that doth 
not think it worth his while to attenipt atrial of ir. Though I am of opinion the truth 
of my Notions will be called in queſtion” by], no body who owns the Bible'to contain 
Gods Word, The number-indeed of thoſe isfargreater, which + think it -berieath them 
ro ſubmit their underſtanding to'Gods Wiſdome,: not to ſpeak of thoſe, which count 
David a fool, for calling-thoſe Fools; which denyed a God. Twill not fow incroach 
upon the'province- of Divines, and threaten thoſe Sparks with the heavy Judgments, 
that are like to befal them, or think fo meanly of my time, as to. go about the prov- 
ing their etrors, ſirice they admit only of heatheniſh arguments, they may go; thoſe 
paſſages in Severa, which make Contempr of Riches the great Road towards becoming 
Rich. And they may learn of Fpicurss, that ſince mans happineſs conſiſts in pleaſure 
he muft neeqs be moſt happy,whoſe picaſure is leaſt ſubje& toc uncertainty, or to taſte 
as much of Gall as of Hony. My Meditations being deſigned only for the'1mproveme 
of Chriſtianity. I dare aſſure my ſelf,that any perſon,who will earneſtly endeavour fox-- . 
Chriſts fake'to forfake his Life, will by Gods bleſſing find a far better. I have not been 
yet in the other World, and-cannot ſpeak by experience of what we have to expect 
there, Bat I know that forſaking of thoſe courſes which ſet usat a greater and preater 
diſtance from God, will bring us by degrees to -fuch'a life here upon Earth,” which is 
not only free from difquiet,and fear,but wherein natural pleaſuresare eafie; and even the 
thought of their loſs moſt pleaſant.I'ſhill never be'perſwaded'to embrace the ſottiſhcon- 
ceipt ofthoſe,that ſappoſe all the pleaſures of the body,were bythe bountiful Creator of 
the Univerſe, laid only 'as' fo many ſnares for our. Soul, and upon thataccountdeny 
their bodies not only recreation but neceſlaries. - {tis t00/low /a fancy to imagine that ſo 
infinite a goodneſs: as that: of the' Almighty'can take delight in making us uneafie,:and 
I have reaſon to believe, thar the iiifiite liberalizy/of our Crearor' defireth nothing of 
us bur a grateful injoy metit' bf whatis:igiven, being! fo free to:grant the defiresof thoſe 
that love him, that they'can' ſcarce; thank hin neartily for'a_rhercy received, before 
there is a greater one ready. - Though am ! afraid there isnot over many that have:had 
a full fence hereof.ſince there is ſo' \few;thar'think'it worth their:while by a real hearty 
Contempt of the World to' offer'ata little more familiar acquaintance with-Gods good- 
neſs. My Meditations do'not belong; to thoſe that had.rather live like Beaſts than Men, 
but rhoſe thatpay- ſome reſpects to)Reaſon and Chriffianity, will be backward to: con» - 
demn me too raſhly for an EthufiaFF, eſpecially1if they do not-meaſure other peoples 

Corn with their qwn  Buſhel, byc/have humility enough ro ſuppoſe, that by others 
. they may be exceeded in Vertue-as well:as in Vice, and that conſequently they. muſt 
not think themſelves in- poſſethon of the greateſt-ſhare, of thoſe Blefiings, which are Wo 
miſed to Vertue and POCY in this Life as well as in thenext.'///'// a 
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His new Life, which it is no paradox to calf by mlb Hi of the Eternal one, 
__ is ſo unſpeakable a happineſs, that no body ought ro grudge forſaking the 


' ' fd '®tie// which'St; Paal-hid f conteatptible an dpiniori of; that oo | 


think it With The name" of Life, awhen he defiratto be: ddiverdd of the body 
death, Fen pivedo far: an experimental deſtription of it,thatit puts a perwd £o thy 
unfortunate jatrings /berween' the/ Paſſions, Reafap,: and Faith, which ſo.deſperately 
Siſtarb = mann the Qld life, and albour\Farulies:wahin:us,.do in che new Life-their 
parts: with ſuch'a Gweet| harmony, that Bieaſon' commands ' our. Appetite ;Aand Paſſions 
with ſuch anabſolure, :and'yet very indulgent ſway, that both. Appetite and Paſſhons, 
 Ifford nothing bur Pleaſure, and ſuth a-Pleaſu re;which leayes ao fiing behind bur 3 in- 
orciſes with che injoyment; Reaſon on the other hand ats.with that humble regard 
rothe Divine: Majeſty, from whence; it-had its dpring,that it willingly by. Faith fubmits 
to:thoſe unfearchableMydtcries, which myſt of neceſſity; be far above;an underſianding, 
darkened»by./the general corruption; of: Mankind;,, ;But che more werendeayour by the 
grace of Gbd to free our ſelves from, that. corruption, the morexhay veil of the eyes of 
dnr underſtandings will fall off, 'and; fiy degrees God, Almighty, enables usto (ce, thar 
Faith i 15 no intallcerable Miſtreſs to. Reaſon, - but that'ithe perfection of Reaſon conſiſts, in 
being convinced of, and in underftanding the Truth and. Realigy;of Pivine; Myſteries 
It 1s true;itwould be: great preſump! ian-in arty. men by-his own fercesto recover that per- 
fection, which was forktited by his Primogenitors ingratitude'z; But ſince Gods infinite 
mercy thath provided the mean of our Mediator for. oar Reſtauration, it:is the. greateſt 
wonder to me, that there can be ſuch wretches, as to neglet.and mock that, for which 
go humane tongue or underſtanding can find proportionate thanks. 1 muſt confeſs the 
generality of Chriſtians, is ſo little-behind hand with the Jews indeſpiſing of our Saviour, 
thatthey | boggle as much ' as the Fems at the truth/ of our $aviours afleveratian, That, 
no body ever» ſhould ſee death that kept his Sayings. - But how cau any body be inabled 
to keep thoſe Sayings:or Commandments, if he will not take his refugeto bim, whoſe 
| Merit and Interceſſion muſt procute us the neceſſary help for it;Since then, Eternal Life, 
| - or the beginning:thereof, a New Life here upon earth,can be atcained to,only by.keep-. 
. ing of Chrifts Sayings, or by: following; of his Example, it is abſolutely neceſſary, ſin- 
cerely to defire, and tarneſtly to attempt the;pradticc of thoſe Vertues, which Chriſt 
reckoned -vur.bleſſedneſt,:and made them the Subje&-of all his diſcourſes, though he 
knew the World ſnch a ſtranger. them, that he, thought it neceſſary.to beſpeak their 
attention by Similitudes:and Parables: 1 will not waſte Time andPaper in ſumming up 
and deſcribing the Lovelineſs and-Uſefuineſs of thoſe Vertues, rhe PraQtice wheregf is, 
_ that Keeping of Chriſts. Commandments, which be takes as a fign of our belict in, and love 
of bim, for which he hath prortifed - ſo:unimaginable a Reward, that God will love'us, 
_ come to usand make his-abode with us,Fob.r g. Thoſe rhat thiok our Saviour.too plain in 
_ recommending of thoſe Vertues,may read the Whole Duty of. Hen,where they aretreated 
_ of more methodically, 'and/ ina ſtile: more ſutable tothe faſhionof theſe tymnes, . But I 
am afraidthere is ſach-a proud ſtubbarn Generation, which, would hardly hear one ap- 
pointed, to ſpeak of GOD'S Wi LL, though be ſhould comply; with all the faſhions 
_ of the World, that are notdiretly oppoſite tothe will of God. For | believethey would 
chink him as far from being a Prophet, becauſe he -appeared among. the wicked, as the 
. old Prophets were contemned for flying from the wickedneſs of the World. - But God 
will confound the vain \conceit of the World, by not confining. his Providence t to the 


notions of humane Wiſdome, 
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| Juſtice, Peace and Joy 3 than upon the tricks of the Devil, to turn that Reign into ri- 


- that it is thought below a Wit, either to hold that our Saviour is God, or to believe 
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will hardly allow the Alwighties Prorogative by his uncontroulable Provi- =P 

dence to manage this: World. We have a daily experience of Gods _— wo 
pointing the ſubtlety of Mens deſigns, and of embroiling that fucceſs of the crafty,” 
which Gods unſearchable counſel permits ſometimes. And yet we are generally fe far , 
from refle&ing more upon God than upon our own brains, that we fancy we are --.. 
able to baffle the diſpoſals of Infinite Power , which I am afraid hath conniyed long 
enough to convince us of his extraordinary Mercy, and to keep us from thinking 
thoſe judgements too ſevere, which it ſeems begin to come upon Earth, and which 
will very heavily light upon thoſe heads, that have hitkerto laughed at the threatnings 
of Gods Word. It is not my task by theſe Meditations to explain the: firſt part of the 
Lords Prayer, and to determine what way and how ſoon here upon Earth as well as. 
in Heaven 3 Gods Name is to be hallowed, Gods Kingdom to come, and Gods will to be © 
done: Thoſe that mind our Saviours Exhortations, will not negle& to endeavour - 
the being in a readineſs for it at all times. Gods mercy hath nevertheleſs extended 
ſo far as to raiſe of late perſons, underſtanding /thoſe dark Paſſages both of the Old 
and New Teſtament, which ſpeak of the Triumph of goodneſs over wickedneſs. 1 
have ſeen onely ſome writings of Mrs. Bowrignon and Mr. Poiret, but 1 know there 
is more perſons acquainted with the nearneſs of that time. But I perceive there is 
ſcarce any more heed taken of what they ſay or Write, than of Noah before the De- 
luge. It is an unaccountable thing that even thoſe, which own the Bible to come from 


God, ſhould leſs refle& upon what is contained in it about an; univerſal Reign of 


TT HE damned Pride of humane. Wiſedom i is indeed come to that pals, that People 


dicule by ſome Milleaarians, ſome Quakers, -and ſome Family of Love Men. We 
are queſtionleſs too preſumptuous of ourſelves, if we ſuppoſe there was no need of our 
Saviour for warning us againſt the fierceneſs and cheats of the Devil in the latter 
times. But our Saviours Dorine is grown fo deſpicable with the far greater part, 


that there is a Devil. 


' But Great God have thou in thy infinite Mercy a tender compaſſion of thy poor 
people in this laſt and moſt furious aſſault of the Adverſary , hear the fighs of thoſe 
that groan under his Tyranny , and prepare thoſe that fear thee, for thy appearence 
which thou wilt ſhortly make' to avenge the'Scorn of thy Onely Son, ſtrengthen 
the Faita of thoſe thou thinkeſt fit to bring to the fiery Trial, and do not defer 
long mercifully to fullfil thy decrees about me ; for my Redoemers lake. 


FINIS. 
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